Striking new book launches a global campaign to avert the drilling of oil in the Yasuní, Ecuador, one of the most biologically diverse

regions in the world

Travel deep into the heart of the Amazon Basin and you arrive at one of the last unspoilt regions in the world, the Yasuní UNESCO Reserve.  The natural habitat of more than twenty-six endangered species and home to some of the last remaining indigenous peoples still living in isolation in the Amazon, the Yasuní is also the custodian of Ecuador’s largest undeveloped oil reserves.

Packed with more than 150 colour photographs, Yasuní Green Gold, published in October by New Internationalist, is a stunning new book that is as vital as it is vivid, meaningful as it is mesmerising.  Taking the reader on a spellbinding journey through the rainforest it celebrates the unique beauty and diversity of the region, its peoples, animals, flora and fauna.  At the same time, it is an appeal from the Yasuni Green Gold campaign to the world to recognise the significance of the region and to support the local and indigenous people of Orellana so that this very precious part of the world may be preserved before it is too late.

Throwing the Yasuní a lifeline, the Ecuadorian Government have declared that they are prepared to leave the oil in the ground in return for international compensation.  However the Government is wavering under pressure from the oil companies and time offered is limited - the deadline is December 2008.

Authoritative and affecting, the message Yasuní Green Gold communicates goes way beyond its beautiful and captivating photographs.  It is a powerful and formidable reminder of what will be destroyed if the oil companies are allowed to move in.  As such, the message is a simple one: leave the oil in the ground and protect the rainforest forever.  You can help us to spread the word…
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“We have tried to act as a loudspeaker for the local and indigenous people, to raise the volume of their voices and their concerns so that these can be heard at an international level.  We know that as people become acquainted with the Yasuní, its beauty, its people and its problems, they will be inspired, as we were, to help protect it.” Ginés Haro Pastor and Georgina Donati

Georgina Donati grew up in London and a village in Dalmatia.  Her desire to learn Spanish has taken her travelling and working in Spain and all over South America, including a stay in Coca, Ecuador, in 2007.  She has recently graduated from Leeds University in Philosophy.

Ginés Haro Pastor grew up in Seville, Spain and started to get involved in social movements while studying sustainable development issues at university in Granada.  He has worked for the local government of Orellana, Ecuador for a year.

“After readers pick up this wonderful book, set their eyes on its glorious photographs and learn more about the Yasuní… I am certain they will be inspired to do all that is possible to save this most precious resource.” 

Dr Jane Goodall DBE

If you would like to interview Georgina and Ginés about the Yasuni Green Gold campaign or would like a review copy of the book, please contact:
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